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Dear Sir: 



More than sixteen (16) months have passed since: 
New Application 

□ the filing of this application on . No communication has been received fi-om the 
Patent and Trademark Office indicating action on this application. 

Amended Application 

□ the filing of a response on . No fiirther commimication has been received firom 
the Patent and Trademark Office. 

Appealed Application 

□ The Appeal Brief was filed on 

□ An Examiner's Answer was mailed on 

□ A Reply to the Examiner's Answer was submitted on 

Allowed Application 

□ the mailing of a Notice of Allowability and/or Examiner's Amendment on 
Issue Notification 

^ the receipt of the Issue Notification from the Patent and Trademark Office indicating 
that the appHcation would issue as U.S. Patent No. 6,736,978 on May 18, 2004. No 
fiirther communication has been received from the Patent and Trademark Office (i.e., 
no official issued patent has been received). 



STATUS INQUIRY 



In re Appln. of: Marc D. Porter et al. 
Appln.No.: 10/017,467 



It would be appreciated if you could kindly advise the undersigned attorney of the present status 
of this patent by checking the appropriate box on the attached page, which then can be returned 
to the undersigned attorney in the stamped return-address envelope provided herewith. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kevin L. Wingate, RegfStration No. 38,662 
Reinhart Boemer Van Dexiren 
483 North Mulford Road, Suite 7 
Rockford, Illinois 61 107 
(815) 484-1900 telephone 
(815) 484-1032 facsimile 

Date: September 14, 2005 



SEP , e 2005 ^ 
\ / 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING/TRANSMISSION (37 CFR 1.8a) 

I hereby certify that this correspondence, on the date shown below, being: 

^ deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class 

mail in an envelope addressed to the Mail Stop , Commissioner for Patents, P.O. 

Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

□ transmitted by facsimile to the Patent and Trademark Office. 

Date: September 14> 2005 ^^^^ ^V^ (A(A>U^^S^^^ 

sWature^"^ 



DaniellePastuska 



Printed Name 




In re Appln. of: Marc D. Porter et al. 
Appln.No.: 10/017,467 



STATUS INQUIRY REPLY 

In re Application of: Marc D. Porter et al. 
Application No. 10/017,467 is currently: 

□ Assigned to Group and awaits: 

□ action by the Examiner. 

□ applicant's response to the Office Action mailed 



Appeal No. 

□ is awaiting action by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences 

□ date of hearing expected . 

□ decision expected . 
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